New Year’s Tips for Recent Graduates:
Set SMART Job Search Goals

by Ramona J. Sein

At thistime of year, unemployed recent graduates
are having to come to grips with the fact that their
post-graduate permanent job search isamarathon,
not a sprint. After 7+ months of looking for em-
ployment, many newly minted JDs risk becoming
frustrated to the point of paralysis. Even when re-
cent graduates have focused their job search and
defined agoal as concrete as “working asalitiga-
tion associate in asmall firm in New York City,”
the process and path to achieving that goal can
seem overwhelming and prevent graduates from
doing anything after months of searching unsuc-
cessfully. Understandably, they’re ready to quit
the race and throw in the towel. How do we as ca-
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hidden job market, | will set up two
networking coffee breaks with litigators at
small firmsto gain their insights and advice
about the legal market, potential job leads at
their firm or other employers, and referralsto
other employers for networking or job
application purposes. To obtain employment
in the visible job market, | will set up weekly
automatic job search alertsin Symplicity (and
other online job posting forums) for job
openings that meet my target employment
criteria (New York City litigation positions
for which aJD and a JD with bar license are
required). Before applying, | will research
each new opportunity and try to speak with
someone who has worked for the employer to
learn more about the position. | will
incorporate the knowledge that | gain into my
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